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THE ALIEN 

Mississippi, you mothered me when the child in me was 

young; 
You taught me the song of the soothing waves, the current's 

cooing tongue; 
You laughed with me when my heart leaped high, you told 

how a grief is borne: 
The world away from your shining smile is a strange world, 

half forlorn, 
And the old child in me yearns for you — the strength of 

your steady flow — 
With a longing only the river-born, your wandering children, 

know. 

C. Cunningham 



MOUNTAIN TOPS 

Oh, splendid are the mountain tops 

That thrust aside the sky; 
No dweller in the valley land 

Has thrilled in them as I! 

But lonely are the mountain tops 

To him who walks apart — 
No peasant in the valley land 

Bears half so hurt a heart! 

John Bakeless 
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